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Creating a New Form of International Interaction from
Kaiseimachi: Annual Meeting of the Society for Cultural
Interaction in Fast Asia in Kaisei

January 2015
Fukawa Yuichi
Mayor of Kaiseimachi
Kanagawa Prefecture

Happy New Year! The year 2015 has begun. I offer my heartfelt wishes for a
peaceful and fulfilling year for everyone around the world.

The symbol of Japan: the sacred Mt. Fuji, home of the gods. The rain that
has poured down on Mt. Fuji became the stream that is the Sakawa River,
which forms the Ashigara Plain. This is a gift of the workings of nature that
have continued tirelessly from time immemorial. Kaiseimachi is situated
nearly in the center of that plain. The area is a mere 6.5 km.? It is a tiny
town. It turns out that this small town i1s sending out a big message to the
world this year. Kaiseimachi will be the venue for the renowned
international conference called the Society for Cultural Interaction in East

Asia. We are filled with anticipation for the event.

The non-governmental local research group called Ashigara History
Rediscovery Club, which is mainly comprised of the residents of Kaiseimachi,
discovered an incredible fact. Three hundred years ago, in December 1707,
sacred Mt. Fuji roared and caused a great eruption. The Kaiseimachi region
received a fatal blow from the ash of the volcanic eruption and subsequent
great flood. Yet through the toil of our forefathers, the town made a
remarkable recovery. After the disasters, they built a shrine and prayed for
well-being. The deity enshrined is Bunmei (hereafter referred to as Yu the
Great). That is, the Chinese god of flood control amazingly ended up being
enshrined in the dangerous flood zone of the Sakawa River. A deep
connection between China and Kaiseimachi had lain hidden right beneath

our feet.

Our research expanded; we discovered that relics of Yu the Great were

extant in many areas throughout Japan. In November 2010, those involved



in the research met together in a hall in Kaiseimachi to hold the first Yu the
Great Summit. After reexamining our local history and rediscovering its
connection with China’s god of flood control, Yu the Great, we even began
interacting with a non-governmental research group in China on Yu the
Great. The fact that our two groups of private researchers in Japan and
China respect and recognize each other’s regional cultures has achieved wide

acclaim.

Kaiseimachi determined that the Society for Cultural Interaction in East
Asia would be an invaluable forum to present local and external papers on
such private research on Yu the Great. Of course, the Society does not limit
its research to Yu the Great, but presents overall research related to cultural
interaction in East Asia from a wide variety of perspectives. We have great
hopes for the integration of research on Yu the Great with the wider study of

cultural interaction in East Asia.

I have heard that scholars will be participating not just from China, but from
Hong Kong, Taiwan, Korea, and Europe and the United States. Interaction
between foreign scholars and the citizens of Kaiseimachi and surrounding
towns and cities will provide the foundation for new international interaction.
This places us in an advance position as a site for true international cultural
tourism ahead of the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. We are certain that no more
perfect location could be found for an international conference than a venue
so close to Mt. Fuji, a world heritage site, and that scholars from overseas

will find it an exciting event.

This year, 2015, marks the sixtieth anniversary of Kaiseimachi becoming a
township. There is nothing more gratifying than holding an international
conference in this memorable year. We will call on the entire town to provide
hospitality. This year also marks the seventieth year since Japan lost the
second Sino-Japanese War and the Pacific War. We will strive to make the
conference venue a site for Sino-Japanese friendship and to confirm mutual

friendship to further peace with East Asia and the world.

We also believe that Kaiseimachi’s and the Society for East Asian Cultural
Interaction’s joint sponsorship of this conference is an experiment in new
conference formats. This conference will not simply be a venue for

presentations of academic research by professional scholars but an



opportunity to find a way to unite a local area and a conference rooted in
such a regional location. We are confident that Kaiseimachi will provide a
locale for promoting a bright future for both our local area and the Society for
East Asian Cultural Interaction.

Finally, we again wish all of the members of the Society for East Asian
Cultural Interaction good fortune. Thank you.
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