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HISTORICAL RESEARCH NO. 2, 2005

The Transition from the Sudy o the Chinee Jassics to the Sudy o Higory: The Case of Liao Ping and
Meng Wentong Wang Fansen (59)

This paper will focus primarily on two themesfrom within Meng Wentong s large body of academic
research:“ gushi duoyuan lun” , or the theory of the plurdistic origin of Chinese dvilization, and the
herein coined’ dashi biangian lun” , or studying history by examining general trendsin historica events
while recognizing the i nterdependency of all the higtorical factorsinvolved. Theformer modd is set with-
in the complex backdrop of the modern academic trangtion from the study of the clasdcs to the study of
history , and in particular is related to the work of Meng s mentor , Liao Fing, and hisorigina approach
to the study of Chinese clasdca texts. Gushi duoyuan lun was an innovative theory that shook contemr
porary notions; Meng generated this approach by applying an historian s way of thinking to the issues
rased by Liao Aing, an expert in the study of the classcs. Dashi biangian lun, on theother hand, stres
ses the process of development and change within history and the interplay between individua historica
eements. Thus this mode necessarily integrates soda , political , and cultural dimendons, whichisin
dicative of Meng s gradual induction into the new academic structure as a speddist in the study of histo-
ry. This academic trandormation, from the study of clasdca texts to that of higory, a reflects the
profound and extendve changesin the val ues of the age.

The Introduction o Wesern Higoriography in China and Changes in Chinee Higoriography
Zhang Qing (75)
By distinguishing the’ new learning” from the' old learning,” scholars made a distinction between
“ Chinese historiogrgphy” and the® Western historiography” in the late Qing dynasty. The introduction
of Western historiography into Chinain such a context played a rolein the changesin Chinese historiog-
raphy. In attemptsto make academic learning useful in governing the state, historiogrgohy was brought
center stage. In the process of“ borrowing from the West ,” historiography was put forward as part of
Western learning. Chinese historians began to concern themsaves with such questions as the meaning
and domain of historical study , which obvioudy take historica study as an independent discipline. How-
ever , as the domain of historical study expands, its autonomy as an independent discipline is open to
gquestion. That shows that the process of establishing historiography as a modern academic disciplineis

yet to be accomplished in China.

An Exploration into the Kiri Project Yang Tianshi (96)
Having taken over Wuhan and Guangzhou, and eager to persuade Chinese government to surren-
der , Jgpan carried out the so-caled Kiri Project. Acoording to Chinese ources, thisinvolved a campaign
of deception by agents of the Chinese Secret Service in Hong Kong undertaken as a means to collecting
more information. They forged not only the documents identifying representatives, but aso Chiang Kai-
shek s letters and the views of the Chinese government. Japanese representativesin Hong Kong assumed
alowkey stance and tried to lure the top peoplein Chonggnginto & summit.” Chiang at first proposed
“ dedling with the traitor Wang Jingwe” as a precondition for negotiations, but gradualy redized the
Japanese subterfuge and refused any further involvement. He a0 ordered an investigation of Zhang
Zhiping of the Secret Service and wasinvolved in the so-caled investigation. However , efortsfor secret
negotiations with Japan were not ended immediately , to prevent Jgpan from diplomatically acknowledging
Wang Jingwe' s pro-Japan regime.
- 191 -



